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Pocahontas 895 Airport Connector Road Breaks Ground

New 1.6-mile road to be complete in 2011, will provide direct link to RIC Airport
KEY FACTS
· Links Pocahontas 895 with Charles City Road and Airport Drive at RIC Airport

· 1.6 miles long with four lanes – two lanes in each direction 

· Combination of cash (automatic coin collection) and fully electronic open road tolling
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QUOTES ABOUT THE AIRPORT CONNECTOR
Virginia Secretary of Transportation Pierce R. Homer: “This project demonstrates the benefits that can be achieved when the public and private sectors work together. This direct connection to Richmond International Airport will help improve the region’s economy and its transportation network.”

Capital Region Airport Commission member James B. Donati Jr.: "It's wonderful to see a plan of this importance come together. The construction of the Airport Connector from Pocahontas 895 to Richmond International Airport will benefit travelers, cargo operators, local businesses, and residents driving between the airport and the southern portion of its service area by providing unprecedented time savings and convenience.  The Airport Connector is a key element supporting RIC's intent to be one of America's most convenient airports, from the highway to the jetway." (Donati is also a member of the Henrico Board of Supervisors, representing Varina.)
RELATED COVERAGE
Airport Connector Project Page
Airport Connector Contractor Information
BOILERPLATE
Pocahontas 895 is an 8.8-mile cash and fully electronic toll road with an elevated bridge crossing the James River. It is located southeast of Richmond, Va., and links Interstate 95 at Chippenham Parkway (Route 150) with Interstate 295 to create a southern bypass of the city. It is the only crossing of the James River for six miles in either direction. With its open road tolling, customers with an E-ZPass™ may travel without stopping to pay tolls. 

The Commonwealth of Virginia, which planned and constructed Pocahontas 895, has formed a public-private partnership with Transurban, giving it a 99-year lease to manage and maintain the road. The road opened in 2002, and Transurban assumed management of Pocahontas 895 in June 2006 from VDOT. 

Transurban is a leading international toll road manager with offices in the United States and Australia. U.S. offices are located in Richmond, Alexandria and New York City.
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